
WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

BOARD POLICY COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

March 6, 2018 

 
1. Opening Items 
 
1.01 Call to Order 
 
The meeting of the Board Policy Committee was called to order at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Board Room of the WCSD Administration Building, 425 East 9th Street, Reno, Nevada. 
 
1.02 Roll Call 
 
President Katy Simon Holland and Trustee Members Malena Raymond, Debra Feemster, 
Veronica Frenkel, Scott Kelley, and Angela Taylor were present at roll call.  Trustee 
John Mayer was absent at roll call.  Superintendent Traci Davis and staff were also 
present. 
 
1.03 Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment at this time. 
 
1.04 Action to Adopt the Agenda 
 
On motion by Veronica Frenkel, second by Angela Taylor, the Board Policy 
Committee approved the agenda, with the removal of item 2.06.  (Yea: Katy 
Simon Holland, Malena Raymond, Debra Feemster, Veronica Frenkel, Scott Kelley, and 
Angela Taylor.)  Final Resolution: Motion Carries 6-0 
 
2. Discussion, Presentation, and Action Items 
 
2.01 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING ON 

FEBRUARY 6, 2018 
 
There was no discussion on this item 
 
On motion by Angela Taylor, second by Malena Raymond, the Board Policy 
Committee approved the minutes of the Board Policy Committee meeting of 
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February 6, 2018.  (Yea: Katy Simon Holland, Malena Raymond, Debra Feemster, 
Veronica Frenkel, Scott Kelley, and Angela Taylor.)  Final Resolution: Motion Carries 6-0 
 
2.02 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO AND/OR 

FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISION OF BOARD POLICY 3321, 
BIDS/QUOTATIONS AND CONTRACTS, WHICH UPDATES LANGUAGE RELATED 
TO THE CONTRACT REVIEW PROCESS, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 

 
Andrea Sullivan, Director of Procurement and Contracts, presented the proposed 
change to Board Policy 3321, Bids/Quotations and Contracts.  Ms. Sullivan reviewed the 
changes, beginning with the addition of language under the Guiding Practices section 
that the Superintendent will implement the policy through administrative regulations.  
Ms. Sullivan explained that the application administrative regulation recently went 
through the revision process and was currently posted for public comment.  That 
document provides guidance to staff related to whom may seek bids/quotations, as well 
as the staff who are authorized to sign contracts. 
 
The second change reflects the addition of language related to the review of contracts 
and specifically that contract review begins with the Purchasing Department.  
Additionally, staff clarified the contract amounts and at what thresholds a contract 
required Board of Trustees approval as $100,000 or more rather than more than 
$100,000. 
 
Mr. Rombardo, Chief General Counsel, pointed out an error in the policy and asked that 
language that the General Counsel’s Office approves contracts “as to form” be added.  
The term had mistakenly been proposed for deletion.  Trustee Kelley inquired as to the 
reason $100,000 was established as the amount at which contracts will be taken to the 
Board of Trustees for approval.  Ms. Sullivan replied that while she didn’t know why that 
amount had been established initially, lowing the amount would be a burden on her 
staff given the volume of contracts currently being taken to the Board of Trustees on a 
regular basis. 
 
On motion by Malena Raymond, second by Debra Feemster, the Board Policy 
Committee recommend forwarding the proposed revision of Board Policy 
3321, Bids/Quotations and Contracts, with the recommended change related 
to legal review of contracts, to a future meeting of the Board of Trustees for 
consideration of preliminary approval.  (Yea: Katy Simon Holland, Malena 
Raymond, Debra Feemster, Veronica Frenkel, Scott Kelley, and Angela Taylor.)  Final 
Resolution: Motion Carries 6-0 
 
2.03 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO AND/OR 

FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISION OF BOARD POLICY 7120, COMMUNITY 
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USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES, WHICH UPDATES LANGUAGE TO INCLUDE A 
PROPOSED PROHIBITION AGAINST THE USE OF THE DISTRICT’S SCHOOL 
MASCOTS AND LOGOS BY OUTSIDE ENTITIES USING DISTRICT FACILITIES, TO 
A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 

 
David Lasic, Chief of Staff, and Joe Gabica, Chief Capital Projects and Facilities 
Management Officer, described the proposed changes to Board Policy 7120, Community 
Use of School Facilities. 
 
Language was added to the policy describing the District’s prohibition against drugs, 
alcohol, and other substances on its’ properties, as well the prohibition against bullying, 
harassment, and discriminatory practices by groups renting/using District facilities. 
 
Mr. Lasic described the proposed addition of language that would prohibit the use of 
the District’s logo or a school’s mascot, logo, or school name by a non-District 
sanctioned team, organization, or entity.  He explained that the proposed change is not 
an attempt by the District to limit use of District facilities.  Rather, the District wants to 
ensure clarity with regard to District-sanctioned teams versus those teams and 
organizations that are operated by an external entity.  Use of a school name by an 
external group, Mr. Lasic explained, creates confusion in the minds of District students 
and their families, as well as members of the community. 
 
Trustee Taylor expressed concern about the potential for a lack of equity related to use 
of names.  An organization using the facilities at Spanish Springs High School, for 
example, would still be able to use the name Spanish Springs due to it being a 
geographical location, while an organization at Reed High School would be prohibited 
from using the name Reed in their name. 
 
Trustee Raymond agreed and stated that the rule doesn’t seem fair as it doesn’t 
equitably apply to every school. 
 
Mr. Lasic explained that the intent is to prevent an organization using the Galena High 
School gym from calling a team the Galena Volleyball Club. 
 
Neil Rombardo, Chief General Counsel, added that the District is concerned about 
outside organizations and “pay-for-play” programs involving District students using the 
District’s facilities, as well as the lack of clarity in the community surrounding who is 
responsible for these groups. 
 
Trustee Taylor reiterated her concern that an outside team at Galena, Damonte Ranch, 
or Spanish Springs would not have to change their names as these are geographical 
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locations.  External organizations using Wooster, McQueen, and Reed, for example, 
would have to change their names. 
 
There was discussion about whether or not the District has jurisdiction over the names 
of its schools. 
 
Deputy Superintendent Kristen McNeill suggested changing the language to “use of the 
District’s logo or any school’s name (except for schools with geographical names) or 
mascot by a non-District sanctioned team or organization is prohibited.  Trustee Taylor 
replied that the same concern would exist. 
 
Mr. Lasic suggested that the language be revised to reflect that the full school name, 
such as Wooster High School or Galena High School, cannot be used by a non-District 
sanctioned activity, team, or organization.  He added that the District doesn’t own any 
of the school names and this language would be more specific. 
 
Trustee Frenkel suggested that the language related to the District’s bullying, 
harassment and discrimination policies should be re-written in a more positive way such 
as, “use of District facilities must comply with District policies, to include the bullying, 
harassment and discrimination policies.” 
 
Mr. Rombardo reminded the Trustees that the changes to the policy have been 
proposed in conjunction with the proposed revision of the athletics policy and conerns 
that the lines have been blurred between District teams and private clubs/teams using 
District facilities. 
 
Trustee Frenkel reiterated that while the District may not be able to restrict an outside 
organization from using a school name, the District may be able to limit that same 
organization’s use of District facilities. 
 
Trustee Kelley suggested revising language throughout the policy to use the term 
“school buildings and facilities.” 
 
Trustee Raymond inquired if this change would extend to an external group using a 
school’s colors.  Mr. Lasic suggested that when using the logo and mascot, use of the 
school’s colors could further imply the group was tied to the school. 
 
Trustee Taylor motioned, which was seconded by Trustee Raymond, that the Board 
Policy Committee forward the proposed revision of Board Policy 7120, Community Use 
of School Facilities, with recommended changes, to a future meeting of the Board of 
Trustees for consideration of preliminary approval. 
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Mr. Rombardo suggested the Board Policy Committee not forward the policy to a 
meeting of the Board of Trustees and suggested the policy be further revised to align 
with the athletics policy that is also being revised.  Mr. Lasic acknowledged that staff 
can bring the policy back to the May meeting of the Board Policy Committee but 
reminded the Trustees that applications are currently being taken for use of faciltiies for 
the new school year. 
 
Trustee Taylor withdrew her motion, and Trustee Raymond withdrew her second. 
 
On motion by Angela Taylor, second by Scott Kelley, the Board Policy 
Committee returned the proposed revision of Board Policy 7120, Community 
Use of School Facilities, to staff for additional revision and directed the policy 
be brought to a future meeting of the Board Policy Committee. 
 
Trustee Kelley requested a friendly amendment to the motion asking that the 
title of the policy be changed “Community Use of School Buildings and 
Facilities.”  Trustee Taylor accepted the amendment to the motion.  (Yea: Katy 
Simon Holland, Malena Raymond, Debra Feemster, Veronica Frenkel, Scott Kelley, and 
Angela Taylor.)  Final Resolution: Motion Carries 6-0 
 
President Simon Holland left the meeting at 2:38.  Vice-President Raymond 
assumed the role of Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
 
2.04 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO AND/OR 

FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISION OF BOARD POLICY 5200 (FORMERLY 
5036.1), FAMILY ENGAGEMENT, WHICH UPDATES LANGUAGE AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, TO A FUTURE 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 

 
Michael Doering, Executive Director, Office of Student Services, and D’Lisa Crain, 
Family-School Partnerships Administrator, presented proposed changes to Board Policy 
5200, Family Engagement.  Ms. Crain explained that the Nevada Department of 
Education established a new family engagement policy in 2015.  That new state policy 
combined with the family engagement provisions included in the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA) drove the proposed changes to the District’s policy. 
 
Ms. Crain described the changes, which have been reviewed by staff as well as 
parents/guardians of District students.  A major change is the shift from speaking to 
partnership with the parent/guardian to working with the entire family in supporting 
students.  The policy addresses seven main areas: welcoming all families, 
communicating effectively, supporting students, speaking up for every child, sharing 
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power, collaborating with the community, and building the capacity of staff to engage 
families. 
 
Trustee Taylor inquired if the reference to “cultural proficiency” should actually be 
“cultural competency.”  Ms. Crain will confirm with the District’s Equity and Diversity 
Department which term is preferred. 
 
Vice-President Raymond spoke about her experience on the State’s Advisory Council on 
Family Engagement and the work that group did on the state policy.  She inquired 
about the use of the word “parent” in the policy.  Ms. Crain explained that the term 
family engagement is used generally and the District is working to fully make the 
transition. 
 
Trustee Frenkel asked that the reference to parent under Desired Outcomes should be 
“parent and family.”  Ms. Crain indicated the change would be made. 
 
On motion by Veronica Frenkel, second by Debra Feemster, the Board Policy 
Committee recommended forwarding the proposed revision of Board Policy 
5200 (formerly 5036.1), Family Engagement, with suggested revisions, to a 
future meeting of the Board of Trustees for consideration of preliminary 
approval.  (Yea: Malena Raymond, Debra Feemster, Veronica Frenkel, Scott Kelley, 
and Angela Taylor.)  Final Resolution: Motion Carries 5-0 
 
2.05 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO AND/OR 

FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISION OF BOARD POLICY 1140, DISTRIBUTION 
AND DISPLAY OF INFORMATION AND MATERIALS TO STUDENTS AND STAFF, 
WHICH INCLUDES LANGUAGE PROHIBITING DISTRIBUTION TO STUDENTS BY 
EXTERNAL ORGANIZATIONS/ENTITIES, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 

 
Irene Payne, Chief Communications and Community Engagement Office, and David 
Lasic, Chief of Staff, presented proposed revisions to Board Policy 1140, Distribution 
and Display of Information and Materials to Students and Staff.  Mr. Lasic explained 
that staff is recommending prohibiting the distribution of materials to and through 
students by organization and entities outside the District, and specifically those related 
to non-District sanctioned activities, events, and opportunities.  He added that the state 
superintendents have been discussing distribution of materials and that WCSD modeled 
the draft policy after changes made by Lyon County School District. 
 
There was discussion related to what types of materials are appropriate to distribute to 
students.  Mr. Lasic added that this policy would not prohibit a teacher from sending 
home materials related to activities in the classroom or school. 
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Trustee Taylor inquired if flyers or materials related to things line an essay contest, 
such as the Martin Luther King essay contest, could still be distributed.  Mr. Lasic 
responded that type of document would fit the criteria of being related to education. 
 
Trustee Feemster asked about the approval process for documents.  Ms. Payne 
responded that if the material is school related, it would not go through the 
Communications Office.  In the past, if an external organization requested that a 
document be distributed to several or all schools, it would go to the Communications 
Office first.  Under the new policy, such requests would no longer be considered from 
external individuals or organizations to the District. 
 
Trustee Frenkel asked for clarification related to documents related to government 
agencies, the university, etc.  Mr. Lasic responded that requests will go directly to the 
school but must be directly related to instruction. 
 
Trustee Kelley inquired if a student would be allowed, under the revised policy, to 
distribute materials from an external organization.  Mr. Lasic explained that such 
distribution will be addressed in administrative regulations being drafted related to 
student freedom of expression and student publications.   
 
Vice President Raymond asked about those local groups that use the District to 
distribute materials related to things like summer camps, museums, etc.  Ms. Payne 
replied that her office will attempt to reach out to external groups, particularly non-
profit organizations, to inform them of the policy change. 
 
Trustee Frenkel asked general counsel if there were any concerns with the policy.  Mr. 
Rombardo, Chief General Counsel, responded that his office has reviewed the policy 
and is comfortable with it.  Mr. Lasic added that the intention is that only materials that 
have a direct educational benefit to students will be approved by schools for distribution 
to students. 
 
On motion by Angela Taylor, second by Scott Kelley, the Board Policy 
Committee recommended forwarding the proposed revision of Board Policy 
1140, Distribution and Display of Information and Materials to Students and 
staff, with recommended changes, to a future meeting of the Board of 
Trustees for consideration of preliminary approval.  (Yea: Malena Raymond, 
Debra Feemster, Veronica Frenkel, Scott Kelley, and Angela Taylor.)  Final Resolution: 
Motion Carries 5-0 
 
2.06 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO AND/OR 

FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISION OF BOARD POLICY 9200, 
DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT PROHIBITED (FORMERLY BOARD POLICY 
9210, BULLYING, HARASSMENT, AND DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED), WHICH 
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MOVES LANGUAGE RELATED TO BULLYING TO THE SAFE AND RESPECTFUL 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT POLICY, TO A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 

 
This item was tabled until a future meeting of the Board Policy Committee. 
 
2.07 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RECOMMEND REVISIONS TO AND/OR 

FORWARD THE PROPOSED REVISION OF BOARD POLICY 7610, PUBLIC 
INFORMATION AND RECORDS REQUESTS, WHICH INCLUDED LANGUAGE 
RELATED TO COSTS AND FEES ASSOCIATED WITH SUCH REQUESTS, TO A 
FUTURE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 

 
Neil Rombardo, Chief General Counsel, presented proposed changes to Board Policy 
7610, Public Records Requests.  That policy is currently entitled, “Public Information 
and Records Requests.”  Mr. Rombardo explained that the policy will now be specific to 
public records requests under the Nevada Public Records Act (NPRA). 
 
Language was added to reflect the law which required that is a fee is going to be 
charged for records, those fees must be posted for the public.  As a general rule, the 
District does not charge for public records. 
 
Mr. Rombardo explained that the District occasionally receives records requests that are 
extremely cumbersome to fulfill due to the extraordinary use of staff time or 
technological resources required to complete the request.  In those instances, staff is 
proposing adding language to the policy to allow for the charging of fees for public 
records requests as defined as “extraordinary use.”  Per state law, the District may 
charge up to $0.50 per page for records requests.  If a request will take greater than 
two hours to fulfill, the extraordinary use fee will be charged. 
 
Trustee Frenkel recognized that the policy is an attempt to further the District’s 
commitment to transparency and compliance with state laws and regulations. 
 
On motion by Scott Kelley, second by Veronica Frenkel, the Board Policy 
Committee recommended forwarding the proposed revision of Board Policy 
7610, Public Information and Records Requests, with recommended 
changes, to a future meeting of the Board of Trustees for consideration of 
preliminary approval.  (Yea: Malena Raymond, Debra Feemster, Veronica Frenkel, 
Scott Kelley, and Angela Taylor.)  Final Resolution: Motion Carries 5-0 
 
3. Closing Items 
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3.01 Announcement of Next Meeting:  Tuesday, May 1, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. in the 

WCSD Board Room, 425 East 9th Street, Reno, Nevada. 
 
3.02 Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment given. 
 
3.03 Adjourn Meeting 
 
There being no further business, Vice President Raymond adjourned the meeting at 
3:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 


